
Teachers continue to emphasise to pupils 
the relationships between sounds and 
letters, even when the   relationships are 
unusual. Once root words are learnt in 
this way, longer words can be spelt    
correctly, if the rules and guidance for  
adding prefixes and   suffixes are also 
known.  

SPELLING RULES FOR YEAR 4 

 
 
 
 
Words containing ch where it 

sounds like ‘sh’ or ‘k’  
(such as 'chef' and 'scheme'). 
Words with the ch sounds where it 
sounds like ch  
(as in ‘chef’ ‘ and ‘ machine’). 
 
Words ending -gue and -que               
( as in  'league' and 'antique'). 
 
Words containing 'y' where it sounds like 
'i',( as in 'myth' and 'gym'). 
 
Words where the ‘s’ sound is spelt with 
sc (as in ‘science’ or scene’). 
 

Homophones / near homophones 

accept/except, affect/effect, ball/bawl, 
berry/bury, brake/break, fair/fare, 
grate/great, groan/grown, here/hear, 
heel/heal/he’ll, knot/not, mail/male, 
main/mane, meat/meet, medal/meddle, 
missed/mist, peace/piece, plain/plane, 
rain/rein/reign, scene/seen, weather/
whether, whose/who’s. 

 
 

 
Prefixes  (groups of letters added to the 

start of a word): 
 
-in (as in ‘active -inactive’); 
-im, if root word starts with m or p (as in 

‘possible-impossible’ and ‘mortal-
immortal’); 

-ir, if root word starts with r                          
(as in ‘regular-irregular’); 

-inter,(as in ‘city-intercity’); 
-anti, (as in ‘clockwise-anticlockwise’); 
-auto, (as in ‘biography-autobiography’); 
-super, (as in ‘star-superstar’). 
 
 

Suffixes (groups of letters added to the 
end of each word): 
 
-er, -ing to verbs,                                

(as in ‘ begin' ‘beginner' and 
'beginning'); 

-ion -ian 
–tion is used if the root word ends in t or 

te ( as in ‘invent-invention’ and 
‘complete-completion’);  

-ssion is used if the root word ends in ss 
or –mit. (as in ‘express-expression’ 
and ‘permit-permission’); 

-sion is used if the root word ends in d or 
se, (as in ‘expand- expansion’        
‘tense-tension’) 

-cian is used if the root word ends in c or 
cs, (as in ‘music-musician’); 

- ous  
–our is changed to –or before –ous is add-

ed,  
   (as in’ humour- humorous ‘); 
  a final ‘e’ of the root word must be  
kkept if the sound of ‘g’ is to be kept,  
   (as in ‘courage – courageous’); 
-i: sound before the –ous ending, it is 
….usually spelt as i, 
   (as in ‘serious’);  
   a few words have e.                              
..(as in hideous’). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The word list for year 4 is   statutory. 
The specific list is a  mixture of words 
pupils should  frequently use in their 
writing and those which they often  
misspell.    It  is important that the 
children  become familiar with the 
meanings of the words. Some of the 
listed words may be thought of as quite 
challenging, but they can easily be 
taught within the four years of key 
stage 2, alongside other words that 
teachers consider appropriate. 
 

 
Accident, believe, calendar, complete, 
different, exercise, grammar, interest, 
opposite, ordinary, particular, perhaps 
popular, position, possess, possession, 
possible, potatoes, pressure, promise, 
purpose, reign, regular, remember,   
separate, special, strange, therefore, 
thought, various, weight, woman.  
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-suffix
http://www.easyfreeclipart.com/related-cliparts-clipart-745864.html


Here at North Downs School           
confidence  in understanding our    
language  starts with rigorous  phonics 
teaching. 
This  follows a six stage structured     
approach called Letters and Sounds. 
Children are expected to know and 
use the first 100 and 200 words. 
Details on our website. 
https://
www.northdowns.surrey.sch.uk/
page/?title=Phonics&pid=301 
 
SPELLING RULES 
In school, we are teaching spelling  
using an investigative approach called 
Word study.  This way of teaching   
focuses on making links between what 
the children have learned about how 
to read words, with what they need to 
think about in order to spell them. 
 
WORD STUDY 
https:wordstudyspelling.com/ 
NATIONAL CURRICULUM SPELLINGS 
https://
assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/
government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/239784/
English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf 
OXFORD OWL 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-
home/advice-for-parents/help-with-
spelling/ 
 

 

 

 

SPELLING  

BY THE  

RULES. 

The English language is a 
delightful cornucopia, indeed a 
legacy, left by varied residents 
of our land. So many 
influences, over the centuries, 
have resulted in a complex 
system of spellings. In order to 
support the children at North 
Downs this leaflet will help, 
and guide, you to steer their 
path to fluency in the 
important skill of spelling by 
the rules. 
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https://wordstudyspelling.com/

