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Knowledge Progression in French

(using the Language Angels teaching scheme)

Throughout their school career, a North Downs pupil will...

Year

Group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
French Phonics French Phonics Le Ancient

3 (E) J’apprends le J’apprends le Les Animaux Les legumes Les fruit Histoire du le
francais francais (animals) (vegetables) Grande Bretagne

(I am learning French) | (I am learning French) (Ancient Britain)

. French Phonics French Phonics

Je me Presente Ma Famille , . | As-tu un animal?
4 (I) (presenting myself) Romans (my family) Au salon de the Au salon de the (Do you have a pet?)

(at the tea room)

(at the tea room)

5(

Forest School
En Classe

Forest School
En Classe

French Phonics
Les Planetes

French Phonics
Les Planetes

Les vétements

Les Habitats

French Phonics (La phonétique: 4 lessons repeated each year)

(in the classroom) (in the classroom) (planets) (planets) (clothes)
French Phonics : La Second Moi dans le
, French Phonics Manger et Bouger .
6 (P) A IEcole Les Vikings Le weekend (healthy eating) | Guerre mondiale Monde
(at school) (the Second World War) (Me in the world)
E= Early I=Intermediary P=Progressive




There are approximately 444 million people in the world who come from a country where French is the official language. In addition, 98 million people
come from a country where French is commonly used. It is the official language of 29 countries. It is estimated that around 12% of the European Union’s
population speaks French as a mother tongue, making it the fourth most widely-spoken European language.

Furthermore, 20% of EU citizens report knowing how to speak French, making it the third most understood language in the continent. With that being
said, the language’s reach extends far beyond Europe and, in fact, the largest share of the world’s French-speaking population resides in Africa. Moreover,
French is recognised as an official language of several global institutions, including the United Nations, NATO and the World Trade Organization.

People who are fluent in French are commonly referred to as “Francophones”. With a population of 67 million, France has the largest number of French
speakers in the world. It is also the country of origin of the language, and the country most commonly associated with French. The DRC is the second most
French-speaking country with an estimated 37 million people, followed by Canada and Cameroon with 10 and 9 million respectively.

French is recognized as an official language in 29 countries around the world, listed below in descending order of the number of people speaking the
language. Most of the French-speaking countries are part of La Francophonie, and many of them are former French colonies. It is important to note that
some of these countries, like Canada, have more than one official language. As a result, French is not especially the first language of all these
countries.

Countries where French is the official language:
France, Congo (DRC), Canada, Cameroon, Belgium, Ivory Coast, Madagascar, Haiti, Senegal, Burkina Faso, Benin, Guinea, Mali, Togo, Congo (RC), Niger,
Chad, Switzerland, Central African Republic, Gabon, Burundi, Rwanda, Luxembourg, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Comoros, Vanuatu, Seychelles, Monaco

In addition, France continues to have political influence over certain overseas territories, known as “Départements et territoires d’outre-mer”, or DOM-
TOM. These include territories such as Guyana, Guadeloupe and French Polynesia.

January 1 - Jour de ’An - New Year’s Day
New Year’s Eve and publich holiday New Year’s Day are generally celebrated with friends and family.

January 6 - Epiphanie: Féte des Rois - Epiphany: Feast of the Kings

It is a tradition is to serve a special cake called “une galette des rois” which contains une feve (usually a porcelain figurine). The person who finds the
hidden féve in their serving is named king or queen for the day and wears the paper crown sold with the galette. This day, held on 6th January,
commemorates the visit of the Magi to the Christ Child.

February 2 - La Chandeleur - Candlemas
A day when traditionally crepes are eaten, believed to have religious origins. Read more about La Chandeleur.

February 14 - La Saint Valentin - Valentine’s Day
This is the day for lovers - cards, flowers or small presents are shared with a special person.




April 1 - Poisson d’avril - April Fool’s Day

Practical jokes mark this day and Poisson d’avril is the expression shared following a successful tease. One explanation for this day is April 1 marks the
opening day of fishing season, which was considered a bit of a joke as very few fish were to be caught so early in the season. Like the fishermen of old
who attempted to catch the elusive fish, now it is customary to try to catch friends in a joke. Some say that another reason for the term poisson was a
corruption of the word “passion” referring to the Easter season.

March or April - Paques - Easter Sunday
The Christian holiday to celebrate the resurrection of Christ. A special dinner is served with a traditional dinner of lamb and chocolate (recipe for
mousse au choclat with mini eggs) is customarily given. Read more about Easter customs in France.

March or April - Le lundi de Paques - Easter Monday
The day following Easter is a public holiday in France and time to eat your chocolate!

May 1 - Féte du Travail - Labor Day and May Day
A national holiday designated as Féte du Travail - International Labor Day. It is also May Day and includes a custom to present un brin de muguet (stem
of lilies of the valley) to loved ones to bring them good luck and happiness (porter du bonheur). Read more about the Brin de Muguet.

April or May - Jour de I’Ascension - Ascension Thursday
Held 40 days after Easter to commemorate Christ’s ascension to heaven. Note this is a changeable Public Holiday.

May 8 - Jour de la Victoire 1945 - WWII Victory Day 1945
A public holiday which celebrates the end of World War Il in Europe.

May or June - Pentecéte - Pentecost Sunday
Held 50 days after Easter in memory of the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles. Note this is a changeable Public Holiday.

May or June - Lundi de Pentecéte - Whit Monday
In 2005, the French Parliament voted to remove this holiday from the official list of public holidays. However, as a response to widespread opposition to
the change, some employers retained the day as a holiday for staff. As a compromise, the government designated June 5 as a national school holiday.

May 30 - Féte des Méres - Mother’s Day
The day to celebrate mothers everywhere in France, chocolates and flowers are the main choice for gifts.

May - Nuits des Musées - European Night of Museums

All over France thousands of museums open their doors for one night in an exceptional free opening to the public on the Saturday closest to 18 May.
Many of the venues put on music, theatre, games, films and cuisine to tempt the public to venture out in the dead of night and enjoy the collection in a
way not normally available.

June 20 - Féte des Péres - Father’s Day
Fathers in France are celebrated.




June 21 - Féte de la Musique - Music Festival
A celebration of the longest day of the year (first day of summer). Musicians of all sorts, both professional and amateur, line the streets of Paris and
cities, towns and villages all over France to entertain enthusiastic crowds until near dawn with the joyous Féte de la Musique.

July 14 - Féte National - Bastille Day

A national holiday that commemorates the storming of the Bastille during the French Revolution in 1789. An impressive military parade down the
Champs Elysées and firework displays highlight this holiday. Fireworks over the Eiffel Tower. Street dances or Bals des Pompiers are hosted at fire
stations by local firemen. Every town in France will celebrate Bastille Day.

August 15 - L’Assomption - Assumption of Virgin Mary
A public holiday to honour the assumption of the Blessed Mother Mary into heaven.

September - France Gourmet Week
All over France for a whole week restaurants will put on a grand show with special prices showcasing the best of their regions produce.

September - Journées Européennes du Patrimoine - European Heritage Days
Hundreds of historical buildings, famous monuments, Government sites and places of interest - some of which are normally closed to the public, open
their doors and welcome in visitors. Read more about Journées Européennes du Patrimoine.

November 1 - La Toussaint - All Saint’s Day
Public holiday to honour all saints and a day to remember the souls of the dead. A French tradition is to place chrysanthemums on the graves of
departed relatives. Read more about La Toussaint.

November 11 - Jour I’Armistice - Armistice Day (1918)
This national holiday celebrates the end of World War | in Europe, many towns in France will hold services of remembrance.

November - Beaujolais Nouveau - Festival of new wine
The new harvest of Beaujolais wine is celebrated on the third Thursday of November, released at the stroke of midnight!

December 25 - Noél - Christmas Day
This national holiday begins the evening before with the réveillon de Noel (Christmas Eve) meal and a visit by le Pere Noel (Santa Claus) during the night
who leaves presents under the Christmas tree - though he apparently has been known to smack naughty children in France!

December 31 - La Nuit de la Saint Sylvestre - New Year’s Eve

The feast day of Saint Sylvestre includes a festive celebration spent with friends at home or in a favourite restaurant. A kiss under the mistletoe is
shared at the stroke of midnight.




