Bdjective A word which describes a
noun, e.g. shiny, fragrant.

Comparative forim of an adjective

compares one thing with another. For
example, ‘My apple is big but hers is
bigger'. Usually formed by adding a
suffix.

BEVErB A word which describes how

a verb action is being carried out, e.g.

noisily,slowly.

CI3UEE The building blocks of a
sentence. They are groups of words
that contain a subject and a verb.

Eommand A type of sentence which
instructs or orders an action to take

place. Contains an imperative verb
which does not need a subject.

Often a command will begin with this
imperative verb or with a time
connective: e.g. ‘Eat your dinner.
Mow turn the key.’

Compotind sentences| Formed by

joining two main clauses with a
coordinating conjunction. The two
clauses can stand on their own as
sentences: e.g. ‘I like bees but nmy
friend likes spiders’.

Conjunetion A type of connective

that joins clauses. Co-ordinating
conjunctions include ‘and’, ‘but’ and
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Here at Morth Downs, Grammar and
Punctuation are taught during English
sessions, through discrete learning, and in
separate lessons. Children are expected to
know not only the terminoclogy, but also how
to apply the skills across their learning. At
Morth Downs, we strongly believe that there
needs to be a sound knowledge base to build

upon each year; a progressive development of
all-round skills for life!




Coordinating conjunctions A conjunction

that joins two clauses of equal
importance: e.g. ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘so’.

Coardination The joining of clauses in a
way that gives equal importance: e.g. ‘|
am seven and my friend is eight’.

Exclamation A sentence

which expresses surprise or wonder and
ends with an exclamation mark in place
of a full stop. Begins with the words
‘how’ or “what’ and must also contain a
verb: e.g. “What big eyes you have,
Grandma!”’ or ‘How cold it is today!”

Expanded noun phrsse An extension of a

noun phrase by adding an additional
adjective separated by a comma.

First persen A sentence is written

in the first person if it is written from
the point of view of the subject - in

other words, using the pronouns ‘I’ or
i ]
we

NEURPRrEse A small group of words

that does not contain a verb. A noun
phrase contains a noun plus words to
describe it: e.g. ‘the shiny case’.

PSSEEENEE Any one of a set of verb

tenses which describe action that took
place in the past.

Past progressve tense/ past continuous A
form of the past tense where something
goes on for a period of time in the past:
e.g. ‘| was walking in the

park’. Usually formed by adding the suffix
‘-ing" to a verb.

Present tense One of a set of tenses that

describe actions happening now.

PFESSREPFOAFESSVEIESSE A tense which

describes an action which began in the
past and is still going on now: e.g. ‘l am
learning to ride a bike’.

Question A question either begins with
one of the question words (who, what,
where, when, how, why) or reverses the

(projngun/verb order in a statement: e.g.
‘Is she here?’

Statement A sentence that conveys a

simple piece of information: e.g. ‘ltis a
sunny day today’.

Subordinating EORJURCEIGA A conjunction

that connects a main clause to a
subordinating clause. Examples include
‘because’, ‘until’, ‘when’, ‘as’, ‘since’,
‘whereas’, ‘even though’.

_ The joining of clauses and

phrases in a way that links a main clause
to a subordinate clause that does not
stand alone.

SUperiative A form of an adjective used to
compare one object to all others in its
class. Usually formed by adding the suffix
‘-gst” or the word ‘most’: e.g,” James is
the tallest in class. ‘1 am fast, you are
faster than me, but he is the fastest of
all’. See also comparative.

Time Conjunctien Words or phrases which

tell the reader when something is
happening; e.g. "After dinner, you must
do your homewaork, then you can read
your book’.

Ténse the choice between present and
past verbs which normally indicates
differences of time.

Apostrophe A punctuation mark used to

show possession or to represent missing
letters in a contracted form.

Apestrophie for Contraction Short words

made by putting two words together and
omitting some letters, which are replaced

by an apostrophe. For example, ‘had not’
is contracted to *hadn’t’.

apostrophe used before the letter s to
show ownership: e.g. “This is Sam’s bag.’.

Eomma Primary pupils are taught to use
commas to separate items in a list, to

demarcate clauses and before introducing
direct speech.

_ A punctuation mark

used at the end of a command or an
exclamation.

Full'step A punctuation mark used to
demarcate the end of a sentence.

Duestion mark A punctuation mark used

to indicate a question.




