
 North Downs Home Learning Projects and Activities 

Year 2 - Week beginning 15/6/20  
Weekly Maths Tasks              

(Aim to do 1 per day) 

Weekly Reading Tasks 
(Aim to do 1 per day) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/z7s22sg/year-2-and-p3-
lessons/1 

 

You could also try the following activities: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Our work this week is based 
Animals/Poems All the resources you 
need are attached in the PDF ‘English 
tasks for this week’. 
 
Day 1 – Animal Recipes 

 Reading time 
Read and enjoy the story, Animal Recipes. 
Which of the recipes would you most like 
to eat? Why is that your favourite? 

 Looking at verbs 
Look again at the Recipe Collection from 
the text. 
Read each recipe. 
Highlight all the bossy, ordering verbs. 
Say where bossy verbs are in instruction 
sentences – at the beginning, in the 
middle or at the end? 

 
Day 2 – Discovering verbs and their 
tenses 
Read the information on The Simple and 
Progressive Forms of Verbs in the Past 
Tense below. 
Story time 

 Read Morning in the Forest. 

 Use one colour to highlight the 
verbs in the simple past tense. 

 Use a different colour to highlight 
the verbs in the progressive past 
tense. 

 Check with the Answers page.  
 
Day 3 – Re-read Animal Recipes.  
Look at all the words used instead of said 
when the animals speak: growled, 
muttered, barked, etc. 
Which is your favourite?  
Can you suggest other said words to go 
with those from the story? 
Recipes layouts 

 Re-read Bear’s Recipe for Jam 
Tarts. 

 Identify and highlight the features 
of recipes using the Features of 
Recipes below.  

 Do the same with Giraffe’s Recipe 
for Cole Slaw. 

 Why do you think the recipes list 
the ingredients before they say 
what to do? Would it work as well 
the other way round? Why not? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/z7s22sg/year-2-and-p3-lessons/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/z7s22sg/year-2-and-p3-lessons/1


 

 
 

Day 4 – Read the poem Out of a Cloud by 
Richard Edwards. 

 How many verses does the poem 
have? 

 Which is your favourite? Can you 
say why? 

 
Rhymes and rhyming 

 Re-read the first verse of Out of a 
Cloud. 

 Find and highlight the four words 
in the verse that rhyme. 

 Now do the same with the second 
and third verses.  

 Next to each verse, write other 
words that would also rhyme with 
that verse’s set. Do six more words 
maximum.  
 

Day 5 – Read and enjoy the poem My 
Step-Dad is an Alien.  

 Did you already think the step-dad 
was an alien before you read the 
last bit about the tail? 

 Which part of the poem gave it 
away to you? 

 Now choose a colour and carefully 
underline all the nouns you find in 
My Step-Dad is an Alien. 

 Use a different colour to underline 
all the adjectives. 
 



 

Weekly Phonics/Spellings Tasks 
(some of these can be repeated over the week) 

Weekly Writing Tasks 
(Aim to do 1 per day) 

This week’s ‘pattern’ is adding the suffix  ‘– ness’ onto 
a root word to change it from an adjective to a noun. 
If the root word ends in a ‘y’, it changes to an ‘i’ 
before the suffix is added. Exception is ‘argument’. 

 

 Find some examples (choose feelings or 
characteristics) that use the spelling rule and 
write them down e.g. lazy. Then look at the 
spelling rule, change the last letter of the root 
word, and add –ness. How many can you find 
during the week? 

 

 This week’s common exception words are: 
 
forwards 
backwards. 
 

 

 Play Scattorgories – Choose a letter and all the 
players try and think of a word using the letter as 
the first letter. Try and see how many you can 
get in 5 mins. If you are the only person with that 
word you score 1 point. Play a couple of rounds 
using different first letters. Make sure the 
answers are all spelt correctly. (See questions on 
the next page)  
 
 

Our work this week is based 
Animals/Poems. All the resources you 
need are attached in the PDF ‘English 
tasks for this week’. 
 
Day 1 - Animals and their Recipes 
Instruction sheet 
1. Writing about animals and their food 
choices 

 You are now going to select, draw 
and write about another animal 
that is not in Animal Recipes. 

 Read through the Animals and 
their Recipes Instructions sheet. 

 Use your best handwriting and 
word spacing for your sentences. 

 Remember to check through your 
writing carefully when you think 
you have finished. 

 
Day 2 - Writing the simple past and the 
progressive past tense 
 
Read the verbs in the boxes at the top of 
Past Tense Verb Forms. 
Rewrite the simple past tense verbs in the 
progressive past form. One has been done 
for you to get you started. 



 
Questions 
1. A compound word 
________________________________ 

(One word made up of two or more words ie; rainbow, 
football, handstand, sunset etc) 

2. A job _____________________________________ 

3. A word ending in ‘ful’ 
____________________________ 

4. An adjective ___________________________________ 

(describes a person, place or thing) 

5. A movie ______________________________ 

6. A school subject 
___________________________________ 

7. An antonym for ‘sad’ 
____________________________________ 

(the opposite of sad) 

8. A body part ____________________________________ 

9. A word ending in ‘ies’ 
________________________________ 

10. A word that rhymes with ‘oat’ 
________________________ 

11. A book ______________________________________ 

 

 Try a word wheel challenge (it is at the bottom 
of this document). How many words can you find? 
Can you find the 9 letter word? 
 

 Look at the word Out. How many other words 

spelt -out can you collect?  

Write sentences containing your words.  

Can you get more than one of your words into the 

same sentence?  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rewrite the progressive past verbs in the 
simple past form. 
Read the half-finished sentences below. 
Add a clause in the simple past to each 
progressive past sentence starter.  
Add a clause in the progressive past to 
the simple past tense sentence.  
 
Day 3 – Writing a recipe 

 With a grown up, decide on a 
simple easy recipe that you could 
help make in the kitchen.  

 Make your food. 

 Follow the Recipe Writing 
Instructions for what to do next. 

 
Now try this Fun-Time Extra 

 Decorate and send your recipe to a 
relative like Granny or Grandad. 

 Provide them with a Recipe 
Feedback form to fill in for you to 
read. You could use the one 
provided here or make up your 
own. 
 

Day 4 – Writing in response to a poem 

 Read each of the questions on 
Where has Desmond gone? 

 Write sentences/short paragraphs 
in response to each question. 

 Use Conjunctions to link ideas in 
your sentences. 

 Use correct punctuation in all your 
sentences. 

 Illustrate your page with pictures. 
 

 
Day 5 - Writing about aliens 

 Read and enjoy My Step-Mum is an 
Alien. 

 Now look through the Instructions 
on My ____________ is an Alien. 

 Write all about an alien relative in 
your family! 
 



Learning Project - to be done throughout the week:   Animals 
(These are things to do through the week…aim for two or more if you can, and feel free to 

choose from last week’s activities if there are any you did not do)  
 

Our activities this week are all linked with the topic of Animals.  
 
Science/stem activity: Can you help the frog, the swan and the butterfly find their way through the 
pond maze to their babies? Don’t cross the lily pads! 
(Use the science animal activity PDF attached) 
 
Make a bug hotel: Have a go using things from the garden or things you collect walking to make a 
bug hotel. 
Follow this think for some guidance. 

 https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/give-nature-a-home-in-your-garden/garden-
activities/build-a-bug-hotel/ 

 
 

Music- Carnival of the animals: Listen to and be inspired by Saint-Saëns’ 'Carnival of the Animals'! 
Learn about the fascinating creatures that feature in the movements of the music. Learn about the 
formation of an orchestra, the range of instruments involved, and Saint-Saëns himself. Learn about 
mammals, birds, fish, reptiles, amphibians and fossils around the world. How many different 
instruments can you hear and how many animals feature? Which is your favourite animal and why? 
Write 5 other questions you could ask about the music.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1L993HNAa8M 

 
 
Create a painting of lots of flying bees by printing them with your thumb print then add detail with a 
black pen once it’s dry. 

 
Can you use just your thumb/finger to make some other animals? 
 

 

 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/give-nature-a-home-in-your-garden/garden-activities/build-a-bug-hotel/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/give-nature-a-home-in-your-garden/garden-activities/build-a-bug-hotel/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1L993HNAa8M


 


