
North Downs Primary 

School

Welcome to Year 1



Teachers:
Miss Chinery 

Mrs Tennent (Wednesday afternoon)

Teacher Assistant:
Miss Miller

Staff for Puffins



 Please try to adhere to your child(ren)’s drop off times. These arrangements 
have been made to alleviate congestion outside the sites. We realise that for 
parents who are dropping at multiple sites this may not be possible but your 
understanding and cooperation with these arrangements are crucial .

 Siblings can be dropped off at the same. However, please use their designated 
gates for them to enter and exit by. 

 Please drop off your children at the door, rather than coming into the site in the 
mornings. If you have any messages to pass on a member of staff will be 
available outside every morning. Alternatively, please email the school office or 
class teachers directly. Contact details for all staff are on the school website. 

Welcome Back

Drop off

Arrival in the morning is to remain staggered.  Year 1 
children to come in through the side entrance at 
8.40am and must be in ready for registration at 
9.00am



• Parents are asked to email office 
info@northdowns.surrey.sch.uk with collection 
arrangements rather than emailing teachers.

• You must make contact with the office if your child is ill

• If you need to contact us for any other reason then my 
email is:

• tabitha.chinery@northdowns.surrey.sch.uk

• Or write a note in your child’s Reading Diary which is 
checked regularly.

Communication



 Please inform the office as soon as you can when your 
child is ill – there is an answerphone on the main 
school number 

 If your child has had sickness and/or diarrhoea they 
must remain away from school for 48 hours after the 
last bout

 Please provide a note/email on their return 



PE Kit needs to include…

 White t-shirt with logo

 Purple PE shorts

 Dark coloured jogging bottoms 

 Hooded PE top (optional)

 Trainers with non-marking soles

What to bring in

Children will need to wear school uniform other than on days when 
they have PE. On these days we ask that the children come to 
school wearing their PE kit/tracksuit bottoms/sweatshirt. 

Puffin PE days: Tuesday and Thursday

Earrings must be taken out.



What to bring in

• Named water bottle in a school bag each day along 
with a packed lunch if needed. 

• Outdoor clothing – which needs to include…

Outdoor Learning and Forest School 
A letter will go out to parents with groups and dates 
when forest School starts. 

Children should have their named wellies and 
waterproofs in school all of the time. 
On Forest school days, children should come dressed in 
jogging bottoms and trainers and will then put on their 
outdoor clothing over the top. 



We recognise that Key Stage 1 is different from the Foundation 
Stage and therefore we aim to manage the transition from 
Reception to Year 1 in a gradual, staged approach, which allows the 
children to adapt during the first half of the Autumn Term.

The focus for this term as well as ensuring a smooth transition will 
be to identify any gaps in the children’s knowledge.

During the first term children will be introduced to whole class 
teaching and working in larger groups to complete set tasks. 

They will have access to the Year 1 outdoor area/classroom where 
adult led and independent activities will be organised each day to 
consolidate learning done in class.

They will start to experience more whole class teaching for longer 
periods of time as the term progresses. 

Curriculum



 Reading tips (See diary)

 Reading for understanding

 Quality rather than quantity 

 If possible read every night 

 Diaries – signed and dated; we ask just that the title and the 
date to be written down.

 There is an additional column for KIRFs. Please can you just 
initial when your child has practised this. 

 Please ensure that diaries are in school every day. 

 New books Monday, Wednesday (Bug Club) and Friday (Oxford 
reading tree).

 Bug Club online book allocations will be updates at the end of 
each term to support reading over the holidays. 



Maths
1) KIRFs - (all on the website) - looking for daily maths 

practise to go alongside daily reading.

2) Expectations about what needs to be covered in year 1 - on 
website

3) Calculation policy showing methods - on website

4) A glossary of vocabulary for each year group will be on 
website however we can recommend the Usborne Junior 
Illustrated Maths Dictionary as shown below.

https://www.northdowns.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Key+Instant+Recall+Facts&pid=454
https://www.northdowns.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=National+Curriculum+Information+for+Parents&pid=447
https://www.northdowns.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=How+To+Help+Your+Child&pid=443




English



 House points 

 Celebration assembly

 Handwriting king / queen

 Rainbow tickets

 Stickers

 Kindness leaves



Diaries will be looked at by Teachers and Teaching 
Assistants over the week

 Homework will start after half term

 Homework – every Thursday due the following week, 
Wednesday. Could be English, Maths or Science/Topic 
based

• Reading – everyday
• Maths KIRF – everyday 

(one per half term)
• Common exception words
• Please signed and date to 

say this has been 
completed



 FONDS are important to our school!

 They need your help and support 

 New volunteers – please sign up, DBS checks 
will need to be carried out.

 Year 1 Class Rep – Claudia



Finally, please do come and talk to me if you have 
any concerns;

My door is always open.

Thank you for listening.


